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Using the media to 
change the world 
 
 
 





“It is illegal to report the victims’ names in any 
sex crime; it can be unethical and untasteful to 
describe a sexual crime in graphic detail.   

 

It is particularly important to be cautious about 
taking sides in the reporting: with emotions 
running high, false complaints are often 
made regarding sexual offences.   

 

Both sides can be very believable in their 
differing accounts.”  p190   
 





Which papers? 

 70% of stories reported on a nationwide level – local 
stories and general public interest 

 16% were written for urban papers 

 14% for rural papers 

 

What kinds of stories? 

 70% focussed on court proceedings  

 96% of the articles were reactive 

 4% of articles explored sexual violence as a social issue 

 22% of the articles covered child sexual abuse  
 

One male victim; all male accused 
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1. It’s “just sex”                    1/5 

 

Comedian’s sex sentence ‘not enough’ 
      (Stuff, 28/07/12) 
 

Sex attacks 

increase but 

overall crime 

down 
(New Zealand Herald, 03/04/12) 
 

Ex-Olympian on rape 

charges  
(Stuff, 16/07/12) 

Defence lawyer Hugh 

Leabourne told the jury the 

defence case was that there 

was no unlawful sex… 



2:Women lie about being raped 

SA police drop rape case against 

Baby Black   (New Zealand Herald, 28/09/12)  

Baby Blacks hooker Nathan Harris has been 

cleared of the alleged sexual attack that took place 

on the NZ U-20 tour of South Africa earlier this 

year.  
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3: Violent stranger danger    1/5  

Jury considers sex charges against 

man      (Stuff, 06/09/12) 

 The doctor who examined one of the complainants the same day 

she said she was raped found only a small area of bruising in the 

genital area and a 1cm tear diagonally opposite, Harrison said. Other 

medical evidence suggested the girl had not been raped. 



 

4:  You can spot a rapist         1/4 

Kaitaia school warned about sex teacher    

     (Stuff, 23/08/2012)  

Parker pleaded guilty in court yesterday to 49 

charges of indecent assault, performing an 

indecent act and of unlawful sexual connection. 

"Jamie was a pillar of the community and he 

was supposed to be someone people could go 

to," said community leader Ricky Houghton. 



5:  Men accused of rape are 
the real victims                    1/4                

 

Good men live in fear   (Nelson Mail 24/09/12)                                                                           

Yesterday, the jury unanimously found him guilty. For the average person 

following the case this week, it was impossible to read the daily news reports 

and predict what decision they'd make. There was no physical evidence; it 

seemed to come down to his word against hers….. 

Once the accusation has been made, it sticks. The feeling must be akin to 

being buried alive….. 

I do not want to undermine victims of rape and sexual abuse, and nor do I 

want to suggest this girl was lying. But I do wonder how many good and 

decent men - coaches, carers, teachers and fathers - live with this persistent 

worry on their shoulder; going between work and home every day with the 

fear that it will happen to them. 





 

6: She was asking for it           1/3 

Prostitute was a drug addict  

at time of alleged rape   
(The Press 25/09/12) 





“Reporting Sexual Violence” 
Recommendations for accurate stories 

Statistics – prevalence, how, impacts 

Accurate information about the  law 

List of media experts 

So what are we doing now? 





Describe sexual violence accurately 

 

Discourage sexual offending 

 

Respect and support survivors of 
sexual violence  

Good news reports…. 





New Zealand Police want to encourage victims 
to talk to us, or to someone who can help.   
 

It’s never too late to report – four hours, four 
days, four decades… talking to the Police may 
help us stop the offender targeting anyone else. 
 

Sexual violence is a community problem.  New 
Zealand Police work with partner agencies to 
support victims of sexual violence. 
 

New Zealand Police take complaints of sexual 
violence seriously. If you report any kind of 
sexual violence, you will be treated with respect 
and given confidentiality.  
 
 



Sexual assault is a serious crime.  
 

Most sexual offenders are known to their 
victims. New Zealand Police would like to 
know them too. 
 

Offenders are responsible for sexual violence. 
 

 If they don’t say yes, then the answer is no.   
 

A conscious decision cannot be made when 
someone is unconscious. 
 

Nobody asks to be a victim of sexual violence. 
 
 





WE need to be part of the story 

0% feature academics and researchers 

8% feature specialist sexual violence services 

 

WE need to tell all our stories – not just respond 

Share prevention strategies  

Give accurate information about sexual violence 

Use the exponential reach of the media to change 
the way the public thinks about sexual violence 

Become the media – Facebook, Twitter, blogs 
 

The next challenge is us… 




