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• Male Survivors of Sexual Abuse Trust

• 113 Tuam Street

• Christchurch 8140

• 03 3776747

• 027 353 3854

• mssat@survivor.org.nz

• www.survivor.org.nz





Prevention

•Awareness

•Education

•Specialist Services



Awareness, NY, 2013

• International Panel 

2012, New York.

• Mbaranga 

Gasarabwe

• Assistant Secretary-

General to the 

United Nations.

• “I had no idea” 2012



Zainab Hawa Bangura, Special Secretary to 

the United Nations, 2013



Awareness Uganda 2013

• A study of 6,000 

concentration-

camp inmates 

found that 80% of 

men reported being 

raped.

• They struggled to 

understand boys and 

men were being raped 

in New Zealand 

believing we were a 

civilised society



How many boys are sexually 

abused? 

•Australia 1 in 6 boys

•USA 1 in 6 boys

NEW ZEALAND 1 in 8/10 boys



University of Otago

• Dr Tess Patterson

• Clinical Psychologist, PhD

• Department of Psychological 
Medicine.

• “Risk, resiliency and treatment factors 
in childhood sexual abuse”.



Hon Jim McLay NZ Ambassador 

to the UN 



Education

•Awareness of the issue.

•Accept there is an issue.

•Educate our parents and teach 

our children how to protect 

themselves and if something does 

happen ensure there is sufficient 

support.



Kaitaia 2013

• It was 2008 when you sexually abused 
me. I told family members about it, but 
they didn’t believe me. They told me I 
was lying. I remember them saying “he 
wouldn’t do that”. That made me start 
to hate my family…………….

• A survivor reading his victim impact 
statement to the Court.



Anger

• Toughen up, don’t cry don’t be a sissy.

• Our prison system and our mental 
health system are full of men who 
have toughened up.

• We need a safe place for our boys 
and men to be emotional and to be 
angry they have every right to be 
angry, they don’t have a right to be 
violent.



Specialist Services

• DSAC (Doctors for Sexual Abuse Care) 
1997 Conference, Auckland

• NZ’s Untold Story; Men the Unseen 
Victims of Sexual Abuse.

• Training should be provided in, mental 

health settings, sexual health settings, drug & 

alcohol services, Department of Corrections 

concerning the identification and treatment 

of male survivors of sexual abuse.



We must open the CAN!



Scotland

• My mother said

• “you shouldn’t live in the past”

•“I don’t, the past lives in me”



Awareness

• John Jay College 

for Criminal Justice 

New York City 2007

•80% of clergy 

victims of 

sexual abuse 

are boys.



SAVI Report (2002)
(Sexual Abuse and Violence in Ireland) 

•Findings from the SAVI 

Report indicate, that 42% of 

women and 28% men in Irish 

society suffer from sexual 

abuse…..



Prison Inmates

• Another Australian study of 27 
correctional centre’s in NSW found 
that 65 per cent of male and female 
prisoners were victims of child sexual 
and physical assault. (Senate Committee Report, 

Australia 2004 p.168).



“Killers inked to notorious boys home”

Australia

• A northern New South Wales institution 
for boys has been linked to more than 
35 violent deaths across Australia.

• Alleged Sydney crime lord George 
Freeman also attended the school at 
Tamworth which he described as “the 
ultimate finishing school for crims”



DSAC (1997)

•62% of males in psychiatric 

care were sexually abused 

as children

•Only 4% had disclosed 

abuse before being asked.



90% of male children (DSAC 1997)

who attempt suicide by the age of 14 have a 
history of 

Sexual Abuse



Prevention

• First accept we have a problem.

• Second educate our children and our 
parents

• Third ensure there are properly funded 
specialist services for the 
victim/survivor, the family/whanau, the 
caregivers and the offender. One day 
they will be released into our 
communities.



Challenge the Silence

•Challenge the silence; 

freeing the voice of 

adult survivors to 

enable todays children 

to break the silence.







1967 Bishopdale Shopping Centre



The Press (30th July 1965 pp8)


